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The ‘name game’ and onset simplification™

Michael Hammond
TUniversity of Arizona

Steriade (1988) proposes a model of reduplication and templatic systems
that includes a process of onset simplification. For example, in Tagalog,
the firse syllable of a root can undergo prefixal reduplication with onset
simplification: ta-trabaho, bo-bloaut. Steriade cites a number of cases of
onset simplification cooccurring with syllable-based templatic systems,
but provides no examples of it with foot-based systems. Here we provide
an example of onset simplification applving to a foot-based templatic
system. This demonstration is important for two reasons. First, it shows
that the onset simplification phenomenon is more general, applying to
syllables and feet. Second, these facts are of relevance to the theory of
prosodic morphology (McCarthy & Prince, 1987, 1988, forthcoming). As
it stands, that theory allows for the phenomenon of onset simplification
anly with light svllables (‘ core syllables’). If the analysis below is correct,
onset simplification must be countenanced with feet as well.!

There is a language game of English based on a popular song from the
sixties called * The Name Game'.The game is now played by children who
have never heard the song. The game is plaved by inserting a proper name
into the thyme in (1) and systematically substituting different consonants
for the initial consonant or cluster of the inserted name. In (1), we show
how this would apply to a name like Jack:

{1} Jack, Jack bo back, _
[k jek bo bek]
banana fana fo fack,
[banzEna fena fo fek]
me my mo mack,
[mi may mo mak]
Ja-ack. —
[jee-eek]

~ bo b—
banana fana fo f——,

me my mao m——,

Not all names can be inserted in the rhyme, however. Basically,
permissible names must be one, two or three syllables long with stress only
om the first svllable. Names like the following are permissible: Fdck, Tony,
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Sdndy, Fdseph, Fennifer, Guwéndolyn, Brdndon, Pamela, etc. Mames naot
fitting this pattern cannot undergo the game rule: * Annétte, *Isadora,
VI irabél *Belinda, *Olivia, etc.®

These restrictions indicate that the name must qualify as a minimal
word: a (trochaic) foot followed by an optional extrametrical syllahle:
[7 o](r).* The permissible names fit this template; the impermissible

ones do not;

(2] permissible inpernissihle
[Tack] #An[nérte]
[Tol(ny) #[isa]{ds](ra)
[Jénni](fer) #[Mira][bel]

[Gwéndo](lyn) *O[livil(a)

The pattern of consonantal substitution is complex. If the name begins
with a single consonant, €.2. Fack, Tony, etc., then the game consonants
replace that consonant as demanstrated in (1) above. If the name begins
with a cluster, however, there are several different possibilities. In (3) are
diagrammed the results of an informal survey. Fifteen subjects were :askn:cl
o provide name-game forms for various English names. "The lcﬁl auJ_u of
the chart gives some represeniative Names and the columns indicate

different ‘dialects’:*

(1) dialects 1 2 3
Steve H b b
Seott B b b
Bruce b b br
Claire b b bl
Gwen b b bw
Kyoko b hy by

Beula b by by

llate between the dialects, but rmost fell nto

In this note, 1 focus on dialect 1. (See

Hammond 108y for discussion of the other two dialects.) Dialect 1

involves substituting the game constants for entire omset clusters.
These data can be analysed straightforwardly by using the theory

Steriade (1088). This theory allows us to state the gen-
ashion. Steriade’s theory

llable simplification and
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The ' name game

and onset stmplification 1671
plification. This process can simplify the onset of a syllable within anv
constituent. Crucially, nothing in the model prevents it from applying to
teet.

The third companent of hér model is overwriting, If a truncation form
or teduplicated affix containg some constant melodic material, that
material associates to the template overwriting previously associated
material,

This three-part svstem allows for a direct description of the facts of
dialect 1:

(4¢) a. Match names to the following template: [o 7){e).
b. Simplify the word-initial onser,
c. Overwrite from lefr to right with &, f and m.

Under the theory proposed by McCarthy & Prince, these data cannot be
analvsed as easily. The problem is that McCarthy & Prince exclude the
equivalent af {4bh) when the base is a foot or minimal word,

These data thus suggest thar the principle of onset simplification must
be incorporated into the theory of prosody,

NDTEE

*  Thanks to the faculty, staff and students of the Department of Linguoistics at
the University of Arizona who served as subjects in this study, Thanks to D
Archangeli, D. Demers, D, Pulleyblank, K. Sloan, C. Spring, W. Wiswall and
two anonymous reviewers for useful suggestions. None of the above necessarily
agrees with the conclugions of this paper and all errors of data or analysis are
the author's.

[t] Carmesn (1988} notes that these data constitute a problem for the theory of
Prosodie Phonology because the Arst onset is manipulated and the base is the
‘word’, Here it iz arpued thar the basze is the foot.

2] For some speakers, these noumes are possible if they can be altered o fit the
pattern. This can happen by deleting svilables (e.g, Annetre — Netre) or deleting
stresses (e.g. Mrrabel - Mirabdl). Such dinlects constitute an additional argu-
ment for the analysis below.

An anonymous reviewer pomnts out that in his/her dialect, disyliabic names with
secondary stress on the second svilable work as well, e.g. Carkeek and Toenail.
For me, these are only possible if the stress on the second syllable is suppressed.
This 15 very clear in examples where stress-conditioned allophony shows the loss
af stress. For example, a word like ehichades with final secondary stress can
undergo the rule if the final stress is lost, as can be seen by the possibility of
Aapping of the [d]. Likewise a hypothetical name like Carteelt with final sec-
pndary stress con undergo the rule onfy if the second svllable loses its stress,
surfacing #s [k'arrik], rather than [k%arcik]. These examples thus provide even
more evidence in favour of the analysis offered.

[3] As is well-known, English stress is sensitive to svllable weight. The description
in the text cannot be mumntained if the foor in English is the mornic trochee
[ 1 pt] of MeCarchy & Prince (1087, 1088, forthcoming). This is because of names
like Guendolyn which can undergo the game, The problem is that Creendalyn
cannot be exhaustively scanned as 2 moraic trochee and an extrametrical syllable
because the first syllable s hewvy/bimoraic.

[4] The chart only shows the /b/-substitution pattern beécause the different sub-
sriturions behave alike,
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C-command or ed)

David Odden
Ohio State Unmiversity
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